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safely inferred that the Kumaramatya, the Bhandagcira, the Dandapasika
and the Uparika had each his separate adhikarana.1

; Such centres of administration must have been established at
particular places, especially at the district capitals. One of the Basaih
seals speaks of the a chief of the Government of Taisali" (mistily-
ddMstcln-ddhikaratiasua)^ One of the Paridpur copper-plates of
Gopacandra, dated A. D. 588, relates how in the time of Uparika
Nagadeva, Chief Warden of the Gate and the minister entrusted with
the principal business of regulating trade in New Avnkasika, who
gained his dignity through the favour of Gopaeandra, "while he is
administering affairs Tastupala-svamin, who is appointed over trade
in this district in the province of Varaka, becomingly apprised both
the district government wherein the oldest Kayastha Nayasena is
the chief and also leading man , . . foremost among whom . . . and
also the principal trader'',3 From this inscription it can be seen that
the heads of the district were sometimes called Amdhja Uparikas or
wee-versa, that they were entrusted with the, regulation of trade,
that they were evidently appointed by the king; that they were to'',
be apprised along with the representatives of the mercantile and the
Kayastha classes when any one applied for a plot of land, It has--

pada, espscially while it appears so self-evident when compared with the word kalpa.
Padiya, therefore ought to be:interpreted to mean-a servant-belonging to Cf. Pada-padtya-
Rastra-Rastnya. Therefore, another interpretation may "be given to some of the legends
on the Gupta seals discovered at Basarh. For instance, Sri paramabhaUaraka padlya
kumammatya adhikarana may be taken to meante one who belonged to or was attached
to His Highness, the illustrious paramabhattamka of the Court of the Kumaramatyas
(counsellors to princes);1' Yuvaraja-bhattaraka padiya... ka Sdhikaranasya (seal of His
Highness, the Heir-Apparent (Ynvaraja) and Worshipful (Bhattaraka - worshipful,
venerable, etc. Cf. Apte, op. cit.t p. 807) ... of the court of"; Yuvaroja biiattardka-
padlya Madhikaranasya: "The heir apparent (or prince royal or cro-wn-prince) and
Worshipful of the Military department (Cf. A. S. I. R., 1933-4, p. 108. Dr. Block takes
Baladhikarana to mean military forces). The Adhikarana cannot be interpreted as such,
for it may mean only a court, tribunal, court of justice Cf. Apte, op. cit., p. 47- TOs
interpretation appears to be more reasonable instead of assuming that the Gupta
officers were created with a status equal to that of the emperor himself. Even their
feudatories like the Maitralcas of Valabhi, not to mention the Parivrajaka (Ucchakalpa)
Maharajas, did not assume royal titles until the great Gupta emperors had passed away
9 A. S. I R., 1903-4, p. 109.                                           ^________________________
1  Cf. Monier Williams, Dictionary, P* 20,   He says that Adhikamna means an act of
placing at the head or subordinating government, supremacy, magistrate, court of
justice, etc.   Cf. E. I., VIII, p. 46, note 7.
2  A. S. I. &, 1903-4. p. 109.
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